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SAIT Pure Math 20 Admissions Exam

Information Guide

The SAIT Pure Math 20 Admissions Exam is designed as a way for students to meet admission requirements to SAIT programs which require Pure Math 20.  The exam can be used for only for this purpose; it is not for high school credit and it cannot be used for admission to other institutions.

The pass mark is 65%; marks lower than this cannot be used for admission to SAIT (even if the program’s admission requirement is lower than 65%).  A scientific calculator is required for this exam, but graphing calculators are not permitted.  A formula sheet is provided; see the second page of this guide for information.

There are 2 parts to the exam:

· a multiple choice section with 30 questions – worth 70% of the exam

· a long answer section with 3 questions – worth 30% of the exam

The total time to complete both parts together is 3 hours.  The test is done on a drop-in basis.  Make sure you ask for the “Pure Math 20 admissions exam” when you go the Testing Centre.  For the Testing Centre’s hours and fee for the exam, please refer to www.sait.ca/testing.

Also on that website is a link entitled “Math Upgrading Placement” (along with another link that has the answer key).  This contains an excellent review of grade 9 and Pure Math 10 material.  In addition, the guide contains Pure Math 20 material.  We recommend you review this as much of this material is on the Pure Math 20 admissions exam.

However, the Pure Math 20 section on the Placement guide is NOT sufficient for studying purposes.  This is because the Pure Math 20 admissions exam contains additional material not included in the above Placement guide, including:

· circle geometry

· basic logic, e.g. counterexamples, contrapositive, converse, Venn diagrams

· compound interest calculations, i.e. interest rates per annum compounded monthly, quarterly, semi-annually, and annually

· the remainder theorem for polynomials

(These topics are not in the guide because the math placement guide is designed for a different exam.)

In order to be certain that you have studied all relevant topics, you can visit the Alberta Education math Programs of Study (curriculum) page at http://www.education.alberta.ca/teachers/program/math/programs.aspx, and under the subtitle “Senior High”, click on the link entitled “Pure Mathematics 10-20-30 (2002)”.  When the link opens, scroll to the Pure Math 20 section.  

For additional study materials, you may go to any major bookstore in Calgary and visit the math educational materials section, as various publishers have Pure Math 20 guides available for purchase.

For questions regarding the content of the exam, or for upgrading options if you instead want to take a Pure math course at SAIT, call Academic Upgrading at (403) 210-5756 or e-mail upgrading@sait.ca.  For questions regarding Testing centre hours and procedures, please call the Testing Centre at (403) 210-4283 or e-mail testing@sait.ca.  
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Formula Sheet

Straight line:  
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	Linear equation (slope-intercept form):
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	Definition of slope:  
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Distance formula:  
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Circle:  
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	Quadratic equation:  
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	Quadratic Formula:  
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Finance:  
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